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[bookmark: _GoBack]My name is Ifeanyi Achebe and I was born in America, but I am technically fully Nigerian. Both of my parents were brought up in Nigeria, my Dad came to the states in 1980 and my mom came here two years before i was born in 1995. They moved here knowing nothing, but my dad worked while my mom was a stay at home wife. My parents have taught me so much over the years and I still till this day continue to learn. There could have been so many times my parents should have quit but they didn’t. They continued to fight, work, and be better each day. I am their first-born child which I think is a reason why I act the way I do. I’ve always been the independent child in everything I do whether that be filling out applications, learning to do something or even paying my own separate bills.  
I attended Texas State University and majored in Psychology with a minor in Biology. When I first got to Texas State, I was initially a Nursing major but had no insight that I did not have to attend their nursing school after I was done with my basics. After my first year I changed my major to Biology with a minor in Psychology then going into my second semester of my sophomore year I flipped my degree which was a major in Psych and minor in Biology. I always knew I wanted to further my education no matter which direction I was going to go whether it was Nursing, Masters or Medical school. When I graduated in May 2019, I had no plans post-grad which I feel lowered my spirits and caused me to doubt myself. I went into a dark place where I did not want to speak to others including my family, but God prevailed as I continued to pray. When COVID-19 came about, it came as a curse and blessing in disguise. During the time of quarantine, I was able to sit at home and come to realize a lot of things that were going on in my life, especially figuring out what the next steps of my life were. I started searching for Nursing schools in the Austin, Houston, or Dallas area that met my requirements and weren’t going to require me to pull private loans. I stumbled upon Concordia University who was waiving there HESI exam at this time. Finding that out alone gave me the motivation to apply right then and there to their ABSN program which was shorter. I then got accepted but was going to be required to retrieve a lump sum of private loans, so I then started researching the traditional track and noticed it was just 1 semester more. I applied and prayed day in and out that if this I my next step in life may I be accepted. I was accepted into the traditional program and became overwhelmed with joy and knew this was nobody else’s work but the man above. 
I’m honestly ready to begin this new chapter of my life even though I know it’s going to be tough. God gives his toughest battles to his strongest soldiers which is the thought process that drives me to push. I look forward to the days that I’m able to give back to my community and parents, to be able to know that I have made it in life w/o looking at my bank account. I’m astonished to know what God has in store for me in 5 years. 


